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“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

HAVE NO FEAR FOR WHAT 
TOMORROW MAY BRING 

THE SAME LOVING GOD WHO CARES 
FOR YOU TODAY WILL TAKE CARE OF 

YOU TOMORROW AND EVERY DAY 

HE WILL EITHER SHIELD YOU FROM 
SUFFERING OR GIVE YOU UNFAILING 

STRENGTH TO BEAR IT 

BE AT PEACE, THEN, AND PUT ASIDE 
ALL ANXIOUS THOUGHTS AND 

IMAGINATIONS 

FRANCIS DE SALES

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Please remember: 
• renew your membership and send your dues to Bob Sponaugle 
•   register for Vocation Expo.  https://cvent.me/AxlE5x
•   monthy meeting Jan. 25, 6:30 pm. Zoom

https://cvent.me/AxlE5x
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Happy New Year to you all! It is my prayer that the blessings of  God will 
be showered upon you like the dewfall in 2021. I invoke on you again the 
blessings of  God through Aaron to the Israelites: “The Lord bless you and keep 
you! The Lord let his face shine upon you and be gracious to you! The Lord look 
upon you kindly and give you peace!” (Numbers 6:24-26). I hope you had a 
wonderful Christmas and New Year celebrations. For most of  us, we had to 
modify the way we celebrated the holidays due to the pandemic. I had to do 
a “Zoom Party” with some friends during the week of  Christmas. We had 

fun but it was not the same as our usual gatherings pre-Covid19. Let us all 
continue to hope and pray that things will soon get back to normal as we fight against the virus.   

Just before the celebration of  the Marian feasts of  Immaculate Conception and Our Lady of  
Guadalupe last December, I was at a church and noticed that the statues of  Mary were adorned 
with flowers while that of  St. Joseph was not. One of  the thoughts that came through my mind 
was the silence and hidden presence of  this man who was also obedient to God in being the 
foster father of  Jesus. Two days later, I was overjoyed to hear Pope Francis proclaimed a Year of  
St. Joseph to highlight the importance of  this man in the history of  our salvation. 

The Pope’s Apostolic Letter entitled Patris Corde (With a Father’s Heart), 
marks the 150th anniversary of  Blessed Pope Pius IX’s declaration of  St. 
Joseph as Patron of  the Universal Church. In that Letter, Pope asked the 
whole church to celebrate the Year of  St. Joseph from December 8, 
2020 to December 8, 2021. He describes St. Joseph as a beloved father, 
a tender and loving father, an obedient father, an accepting father; a 
father who is creatively courageous, a father who promotes the dignity 
and value of  work, and a father in the shadows who goes unnoticed. As 
fathers, mothers, sons, and daughters, we can each discover in St. 
Joseph, an intercessor, a support, and a guide in times of  troubles. Saint 
Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows can 
play an incomparable role in the history of  salvation. Does this not sound like most Serrans, 
promoting vocations in the background? 

May our celebration of  the Year of  St. Joseph bring us to a deeper awareness of  this role model 
of  faith and may we enjoy his intercession! 

Father Felix
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2021 is suddenly and at last upon us. It seems to have arrived 
so quickly, yet not soon enough. It is impossible to recall the 
number of the ;mes I have heard friends and family 
comment that they couldn’t wait for 2020 to be over, in hope 
that 2021 will bring happier ;mes. While I am sure we all 

share that same hope, our op;mism for its fulfillment cannot help but be 
tempered by a recent resurgence of posi;ve COVID-19 tests and other events.  
2020 will certainly be a historic year, or perhaps (to borrow a phrase from FDR) 
a year that will live in infamy; only ;me, and history will tell.   

Certainly, there were some things to be op;mis;c about as 2020 wound down. 

• Necessity and technology have brought us the ability to Livestream Mass 
and to have Zoom Mee;ngs. While these are no subs;tute for the 
Blessed Sacrament and face-to-face fellowship, we are beTer off with 
them, then without them. 

• Opera;on Warp Speed brought FDA approval of COVID-19 Vaccines. Vaccines that were 
developed and approved in record ;me.   

• Despite the civil, poli;cal and medical turmoil of 2020 the financial markets though 
extremely vola;le finished the year near record highs. For those who are re;red, have 
investments and Charlie Garland that is good news. 

• Most importantly the Christmas season brings the baby Jesus, Emmanuel, and the 
reminder that (God is with us).  

I hope you all will join me in prayer that 2021  
will be a year of recovery, renewal, truth and jus<ce.  

There is so much to pray for but let us also keep the Serra mission near to our hearts and offer 
our pe;;ons that God will grant us the means and opportunity to put our prayer into ac;on. 

Mark 

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 
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SERRA IS INVOLVED IN MANY ACTIVITIES 

Donna Rueby presented Father Richard with 
this beautiful painting she did for his office.   

Robin Rueby crafted the exquisite frame.

Earlier this year, Father was also presented with this 
beautiful stained glass.  Tony & Eileeen Benvegnu, 

Fred & Diddy Muck, and Robin & Donna Rueby all were 
participants in this endevour.  Robin, pictured with the 
final product designed an amazing shadow box to show 

the beauty of this stained glass.
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AROUND THE DIOCESE 

Be Inspired!  All Parish Vocation Committees, Serrans, and other Catholics concerned about vocation 
awareness are invited to attend the Vocations Town Hall Meeting (previously named Vocation Expo).  This year 
the Town Hall Meeting will be virtual and online only.  Deadline to register: January 6.  
The web link to register is https://cvent.me/AxlE5x 
Please let us know if  you have any questions.  Thanks and Christmas blessings! 
  
  
Marissela Lopez Ramirez 
Secretary, Office of  Vocations  
713-652-8239 MLRamirez@archgh.org 
 

https://cvent.me/AxlE5x
mailto:MLRamirez@archgh.org
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Mary Mother of  God  JAN. 1 Mary, our Blessed Mother, was only a young girl when she learned that she 
was going to be an important part of  God’s plan for the whole world. 

St. John Neumann  FEAST DAY: JAN. 5  
The new Bishop of Philadelphia had just about had it with the unfair treatment of Catholic 
students in the public school system of his city. We can hardly imagine such an occurrence today, but in the 
middle 1800s, school boards, administrators, and teachers were mostly Protestant and forced their beliefs on all 
the students. Catholic children were pressured (often with whippings) to read the Protestant Bible. 

JANUARY SAINTS FOR SURVIVING 2021   

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton  FEAST DAY: JAN. 4 Sometimes our choices change our lives. In 
1805, Elizabeth Seton chose to become a Catholic. This choice changed her life and ours.

St. Agnes of Rome Feast Day, Jan. 21, We know little about martyrs like Cecilia, Nicholas, 
and Agnes of the early Church. All we know for sure about Agnes is that she died for her faith at the 
age of 12 or 13. We are told that Agnes was a Roman Christian. She wanted to remain a virgin; she did 
not want to marry or give her body to another person. This young girl wanted to give her purity back to 
God. In fact, the name “Agnes” means “pure."

St. Marianne Cope. Feast Day Jan. 23, Do you remember the parable of the Good 
Samaritan in Luke 10:29-37? Mother Marianne of Molokai brought Jesus’ story to life in her 
ministry to the lepers of Hawaii.Marianne Cope was born Barbara Koob in Germany in 1838. When 
she was two years old, her family emigrated to the United States, to upstate New York, to find a better 
life. After eighth-grade graduation, she worked in a factory to earn money to help her family. Her 
dream of becoming a nun had to be delayed until her younger brothers and sisters could support 
themselves. She joined the Sisters of St. Francis in Syracuse when she was 24.


St. Francis De Sales, Feast Day Jan. 24, There is a popular saying you may have heard: “You 
catch more flies with honey than with vinegar.” This means that if you want people to agree with 
you or help you, being nice to them is better than being mean or unfriendly. The person who first 
said that lived more than 400 years ago, and he was a very persuasive speaker — and a saint.


St. Timothy Feast Day, Jan. 26 We often imitate the people we most admire. This 
was certainly the case with Timothy and Titus. When St. Paul was on his first missionary journey, 
both of these men heard Paul preach about how Jesus Christ had changed his life. His words 
were so convincing that they both converted to Christianity. 

St. Thomas Aquinas, Feast Day, Jan. 28. Thomas was born in Italy around 1225 or 1227. 
He was originally Thomas of Aquino, the region in which he was born, but he has become 
known as Thomas Aquinas since that time.

Saints resource

http://saintsresource.com/category/january?page=1
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SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS  

• Friday, January 1, 2021-  Mary, Mother of  God 
• Wed. January 6, Feast of  the Epiphany 
• Wed. Jan. 6 - last day to register for Vocation Expo. https://cvent.me/AxlE5x 
• Sat. Jan 9, 9:30-11:30  Vocation Expo - virtual - see page 5 for details 
• Fri. Jan. 8  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Tues. Jan. 12  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Thurs. Jan. 21 -  Outreach Mass: 8:30 a.m. St.Leo the Great, 2131 Lauder Rd.  Wear Serra Shirt. 
• Mon. Jan. 25 -  6:30 p.m., Zoom monthly meeting -Michael Henderson, former missionary to Mexico and 

Taiwan, guest speaker 

January Birthdays  
2 - Karen Ehlig 
17 - Eileen Benvegnu 
25 - Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza.Chancery Office 
25 - Joe Philipp 
28 - Charles Menard 
30 - Jennifer Stevens 
31 - Sister Mary Thecla, Daughters of  Divine Love

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

• Prayers for all that we stay safe from the 
Coronavirus and for a blessed 2021 

All Happening dates and details  are questionable….Stay tuned for changes. 

January Ordination Anniversaries 
14 - Dcn. Michael Cruz, St. Martha 
14 - Dcn. Gary Yepsen, St. Martha 
18 - Dcn. Rick Simon, St. Mary Magdalene 
25 - Dcn. John Schuster, St. Martha 
26 - Dcn. Jon Barfield, St. Martha 
26 - Dcn. Tony Cardella, St. Martha 
30 - Dcn. Bob MacFarlane, St. Martha 
31 - Dcn. Olatunde Branche, St. Mary Magdalene

January 2021 Ordination 

Congratulations 
29 - Carlon Walters, St. Martha 
29 - William LaSalle, St. Martha 

https://cvent.me/AxlE5x
mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

Three Ignatian New Year’s Resolutions

1. Give others the benefit of the doubt - Ignatius said to be, “more ready 
to put a good interpretation on another’s statement than to condemn it 
as false”(Spiritual Exercises 22). 


2. Resist desolation - In times of desolation Ignatius tells us to redouble 
our efforts to pray, increase penitential acts, remember times of 
consolation, and stay the course with decisions made in those past 
times of consolation


3. Follow God’s will without condition - that is, freely, Ignatius says that 
any process of discernment ought to begin with total freedom, that is, a 
willingness to follow God’s will, whatever it is.

For a complete description: Ignatian Spirituality

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/three-ignatian-new-years-resolutions/
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/making-good-decisions/discernment-of-spirits

